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Can I get involved too? 

Absolutely.  We encourage all parents, 

grandparents, uncles, aunts and other 

relatives to become part of our outdoor 

learning by revisiting the outdoor  areas 

during holidays and/or weekends.  This 

will enable your child to share their ex-

periences and learning with you. 

 



Outdoor Learning 

Programme 
If we want to educate children for 

the world outside, then we have to 

allow them to get out and experience 

that reality at first hand.     

Educational researchers agree that 

children need to go out more and 

learn about the world outside. 

In the years ahead, we will see much 

more learning taking place out with 

the walls of nursery and primary 

schools.  The core values of Curricu-

lum for Excellence resonate with the        

concepts of Outdoor Learning.  Adam 

Ingram, Minister for Children and 

Early Years, states “Children have 

such wonderful and creative           

imaginations and we need to do all we 

can to encourage them to learn 

through exploration and adventurous 

activities that incorporate an element 

of risk  especially in 

the outdoors.” 

 

Outdoor education has many proven 

benefits for children.  These include: 

 Increased self-esteem & Confidence 

 Personal and Social Development 

 Independence 

 Concentration 

 Physical Activity 

 Small risk management 

 Working with others as a group 

 Problem Solving 

 Thinking Skills 

 

We all know that some things are best 

learned by direct experience, like riding 

a bike or climbing a tree.  Children    

require a means of testing themselves 

(and their abilities) in a physical      

manner, which is impossible to do so  

indoors. 

Benefits of Outdoor 

Learning 
What does that mean? 

We will offer children the opportunity 

to enjoy the outdoors.  They will be 

able to explore, climb, get wet, get 

muddy, get dirty, acquire new outdoors 

skills, learn about animals, bugs, birds,       

vegetation and  learn about them-

selves.  Children will be allowed to get 

close to nature, to play freely in wild 

places and gain  an appreciation  and 

understanding of their natural environ-

ment.  Different outdoor learning ex-

periences will offer opportunities for 

personal and learning skills develop-

ment in areas such as    communication, 

problem solving,   information technol-

ogy, working with others and thinking 

skills. 

Will the activities be structured? 

Some activities will be structured through 

class work and some will be through the play-

ground.   In early February  2016 

there will be a Day of Play orga-

nized by Grounds for Learning.    

This will give pupils a taster of 

the type of activities that the 

playground will eventually have.  

Questions & 

Answers 




